
Fall 2025

Dear Council Bluffs Guild Members and Friends,

What an extraordinary year it has been! Thanks to your ongoing generosity and support, the Council
Bluffs Guild remains a proud advocate for music education and outreach in southwest Iowa. Through
your contributions, we continue to support the Omaha Symphony’s exceptional educational
programs, bringing the joy of music to thousands of young learners.

This past season, over 5,500 students and educators across southwest Iowa experienced the
transformative power of live symphonic music — many for the very first time. From in-school
ensemble performances to full orchestra concerts, your support makes these moments possible.

Our signature Love Your Symphony Dinners in March were once again a highlight of the season. We
extend our heartfelt thanks to our gracious hosts who opened their homes and hearts to this special
evening. The dinners were sold out and filled with warmth, conversation, and music — a true
celebration of our shared commitment to the arts. Be sure to renew your membership for early
access to the 2026 dinners — we expect them to fill quickly!

Our Spring Party Brass Bash event in June was held at the Black Box Theatre at IWCC Arts Center.
With beautiful music, fine wine, and vibrant community spirit, this summer gathering raised over
$5,700 to support the Guild’s mission. Thank you to our sponsors, attendees, and volunteers who
made this evening a success!

Looking ahead to the 2025 Debutante Ball on December 20, we are thrilled to celebrate the
accomplishments and service of a new class of debutantes and stags. This year, southwest Iowa is
proudly represented by stag Robert Julian Poulos (Bobby). Bobby is the son of Mrs. Julie Poulos of
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Bobby attended Creighton Preparatory School and will attend the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln to study animal sciences. Congratulations to all the honorees and their families
on this time-honored tradition.

We also encourage you to explore the Omaha Symphony’s 2025–2026 season. From pops to
classics to new works, the Symphony continues to offer unforgettable musical experiences for all
tastes and ages. New this year are two Symphony Cathedral concerts, which will unite the Omaha
Symphony with St. Cecilia’s Cathedral Choir!  Visit omahasymphony.org to view the full season
schedule and purchase tickets. You can even do a Create Your Own package of any three or more
concerts! 

Finally, if you haven’t already, please renew your Council Bluffs Guild membership by visiting
omahasymphony.org/cbguild or returning the enclosed donor card. Your membership ensures that
we can continue to enrich lives through music — and we are deeply grateful for your involvement.

With appreciation and warm wishes for a wonderful holiday season,
Marie Miller 
President, Council Bluffs Guild of the Omaha Symphony

PRESIDENT
Marie Miller

VICE PRESIDENT
Lisa Buckentine

SECRETARY
Donna Dostal

TREASURER
Kayleen Sornson

EDUCATION CHAIR
Mary Trecek

EVENTS CO-CHAIRS
Nikki Tiarks & Rachel Kouri 

MARKETING CHAIR
Kelsey Stupfell

PAST PRESIDENT
Jennifer Hanwright

MEMBERS
Donna Callender

Amber Strohbehn

OMAHA SYMPHONY 
LIAISON

Tracy Bechtold

Like us! 
Council Bluffs Guild of the Omaha Symphony

omahasymphony.org/cbguild



Title (circle)
Last Name
First Name
Spouse
Business
Address
City 
State
Phone
Email   Pay Online

       omahasymphony.org/cbguild

Discounted tickets to Omaha Symphony
performances.

First access to Love Your Symphony
Dinners.

Fund music education in southwest Iowa.

Contribute to a college scholarship for a
southwest Iowa student to pursue their
degree in music or music education.

Membership Levels
$50 Member $100 Partner

$250 Sustainer $500 Benefactor

Please note: email is primarily how you will be contacted. 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss. Dr.

Why Join the CB Guild?

Save the Date:
February 28  2026th

Love Your Symphony Dinners 

Mail payment to:
PO Box #1164

Council Bluffs, IA 51502
Checks payable to Council Bluffs Guild of the

Omaha Symphony

We can’t wait to see what the hosts come up
with this year.  Seating is limited and CB Guild

Members get first access. Please consider joining
so you don’t miss out on the fun!

 
If you would be interested in hosting, 

contact Marie Miller at
marie.miller@tsbank.com 



The CB Guild was honored to support the
Omaha Symphony with a donation of

$8,000 for music education.

Guests enjoyed an evening of music from 
the Omaha Symphony Brass Quintet, delicious food,

refreshing beverages, and good company.

Brass BashBrass Bash

This year we were proud to honor long
time Guild Members and Symphony
Supporters Dan and Martha Peterson

A Special Thanks to Our Amazing Sponsors for the Brass Bash!
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Mission Imagination held in the spring at Iowa Western Community
College was again a success with nearly 2,000 pre-K through 3rd

grade students in attendance from various southwest Iowa schools.
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Youth Education Iowa School Districts Served: 
Council Bluffs
Lewis Central
AHSTW
Heartland Christian
Glenwood
Treynor
Tri-Center
Schleswig
Underwood
St. Albert
Missouri Valley
Corning
Riverside
CAM Community Schools
Villisca
Harlan
Exira
Manning
Shenandoah
Sioux City 

The Omaha Symphony provides broad access at all grade levels with their many programs:
Mission Imagination, Concerts for Youth, Celebrate Creativity, Music Mentors, Library Visits,
Forte Ensembles, a concert at the Hoff Center in PACE and Virtual Classroom.  Over 5,500

southwest Iowa students and educators benefited from these programs!!

The CB Guild is looking for any old photos or items to include
in our archives.   If you have any items you would like to
include, please contact Rachel Kouri at rachelkouri@gmail.com


