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OTHER INTERESTING FACTS:
• Leonard Bernstein is the first classical music conductor to make television appearances.

• His grandmother insisted his first name be Louis, but his parents always called him Leonard, as they liked 
the name better.  He had his name changed to Leonard officially when he was fifteen.

• World peace was a particular concern for Bernstein.  In December 1989, Bernstein conducted the historic 
"Berlin Celebration Concerts" on both sides of the Berlin Wall, as it was being dismantled.

• After completing his studies at Harvard he enrolled in the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, where 
he received the only "A" grade that famed conductor and teacher Fritz Reiner ever awarded in his class on 
conducting.

• Bernstein was a leading advocate of American composers, particularly Aaron Copland.

• Bernstein became music director of the New York Philharmonic in 1958.  By the time of his resignation 
from the Philharmonic, he had conducted nine hundred and thirty nine concerts with the orchestra—an 
unprecedented amount.

• Leonard and his wife, Felicia, had three children, Jamie, Alexander, and Nina.

• He received the Kennedy Center Honors award in 1980. 

• Leonard Bernstein died of pneumonia just five days after retiring. 
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